
AEPA COUNTRY ENGLISH PLEASURE POINTS OF EMPHASIS

· Attitude: Calm but expressive with absolute obedience at all gaits.
· Presentation: Gives the appearance of being easy, soft and mannerly.
· Frame: Saddleseat with moderate shift of balance point. 
·  Motion: Relaxed and unhurried with energy but not aggressive.
· Walk: Must be relaxed and flat footed.
· Halt, back up and walk off on a loose rein: Must stand quietly, back showing no resistance and walk forward with a lowered head and neck.
· Bridle: Soft supple neck with a quiet responsive mouth and pleasant interested ears.
EXAMPLES OF MAJOR FAULTS TO BE SEVERELY PENALIZED

· Attitude: Bad expression, excessive use of the tail or resistant mouth.
· Presentation: Excessive speed, aggressive gaits or the appearance of being difficult to ride.
· Frame: Extreme shift of balance point with a distinct uphill appearance.
· Motion: Consistently displaying high action in the trot or canter, ie trotting over level.
· Walk: Jigging, anxious or failure to perform the gait by circling or standing in a corner.
· Halt, back up and walk off on a loose rein: Not standing still, refusal to back, no lowered head and neck in the walk or failure to display a flat footed walk.
While one major fault may not keep a horse from receiving a placing in a class, a collection of major faults should lower a horse’s placement to the bottom of the card or off of it should there be sufficient entries.

